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Hello!  I9m delighted that you can join me for this 
birthday celebration! 

The guest list comprises the wonderful people with 
whom I have collaborated through my 
philosophical life, from early stages to my 
current colleagues.  

I9m anticipating you will mix up together into a 
fine cocktail!    

I extend my heartfelt thanks to John 
Pemberton for organising the symposium 

speakers and schedule, to my colleagues 
from CHESS and the Durham Philosophy 
department for all their work to make this 

gathering happen, and for all of you, for 
celebrating with me. 

    Enjoy!      
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https://www.durham.ac.uk/departments/academic/philosophy/about-us/news/philosophy-of-life-in-conversation-with-professor-nancy-cartwright-at-80/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/departments/academic/philosophy/about-us/news/philosophy-of-life-in-conversation-with-professor-nancy-cartwright-at-80/
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Following a PhD at London School of Economics, Katherine started her research career as a post 
doc on the CHESS 'Knowledge for Use' project; we worked together on the importance of context 
in predicting policy outcomes. 

 She also initiated with me the CHESS project on 'Ruth First in Durham'.  Ruth First was an 
anti-apartheid martyr, who having left South Africa, worked at Durham University for 5 
years.  Katherine knew about her from growing up in South Africa.  Katherine also initiated 
with me the CHESS project on Objectivity in Social Activist Research. 

https://katherinefurman.com/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/philosophy/staff/katherine-furman/publications/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/philosophy/staff/katherine-furman/publications/
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Sandy and I have been thinking together about laws of nature, laws of science, 
and how different bodies of knowledge cam be more effectively fitted together, for 
over 40 years - since we met at Pittsburgh, where she was a finishing PhD student.  

Her work on laws of science and sliding degrees of necessity has been a big 
influence on me, as well as her theory of integrative pluralism.

http://www.sandradmitchell.com/
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https://deaton.scholar.princeton.edu/
https://www.britannica.com/money/Angus-S-Deaton


Angus received the Nobel Prize(2015) in recognition of the importance of his analysis of 
consumption poverty and welfare.  

I have worked with Angus on understanding and misunderstanding in Randomised 
Controls Trials, especially their role in the last one and a half decades in development 
economics.  

I recently used his new book (Economics in America: an Immigrant Economist explores the 
land of inequality, 2023) in my science studies seminar at University of California San 
Diego, where we listened to a recording of one of the chapters read by him.

Angus' presentation title,  'Loose lips 
sink ships9 (from a WWII campaign) 
relates to a metaphor that he is aware I 
have used a lot, especially when 
referring to Randomised Controls 
Trials.  These large-scale medical 
studies can only establish things 
which are 'true' for the study group - 
but the way the results are reported is 
without reference to the population, 
their context, class, demographic etc.  
This is loose talk; it misleads people 
into what you can infer from the data.





Nancy (upper left corner) 
at 20 with University of 
Pittsburgh news staff

Nancy at 35,
 with Ian Hacking



Nancy at 43, 
with Stuart, 
Emily and 

Sophie



Nancy at 50, with 
Hasok Chang

Nancy at 60, in Finland, with a group of 
Stanford former PhD students



Nancy at 70, 
post half-

marathon (in 
California, with 
stepson Daniel)

Nancy at 8almost 809,
 with family all around!



Do you have any pictures of me, which 
would be good to share? 

Please upload them to this padlet, where we can all 
see them (LINK: Nancy's birthday photo albumn)
…and remember to add in who you are, along 
with when and where (and who) is in the picture!  
 

      Please include any other 
comments you wish to share.  

      You can add comments to 
other photos too. 

 Have fun! 
 

Nancy's birthday photo albumn

I said that I preferred short stocky tangled 
arguments, not long thin elegant ones. 
…so someone made this image of me!

https://padlet.com/magsleighton/nancy-cartwright-through-the-ages-dk8i5whe26fm43xj
https://padlet.com/magsleighton/nancy-cartwright-through-the-ages-dk8i5whe26fm43xj
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